Remembering a Legend

My grandfather Dr. Suranad P.N. Kunjan Pillai is a legend. He has left behind an
indelible mark in the minds of people, he has touched many lives, he is
remembered and valued. While his literary persona is what distinguishes him,
as his grandchild | remember him more as a very affectionate grandpa who
always had my best interests in mind. | am sure that all his grandchildren share
the same sentiment. Even while donning that raiment of affection, he has been
a most valued guide and mentor inculcating all the best ideals in me. Though
through the years when | was staying with him, it never struck me... he was just
my beloved grandfather. Now, as the years pass by so swiftly, there is a tinge of
regret in the recesses of my being that maybe | did not do full justice to his
training and guidance. Nevertheless, | couldn’t ask for or even perceive another
person as my grandfather. He was a true visionary and seer, and sowed the
seeds of spirituality in me which has come to my rescue at all moments of crisis
life has presented. Most importantly, | am grateful for the positivity and
enthusiasm he inspired.

| sometimes think that his profound scholarship and critical acumen has
overshadowed his creative persona. He was a poet with a deep vision... there
are poems that reveal his essential self and beliefs. Here is a thought-provoking
section from his poem “Ente Matham” (n.Q)('ﬁG)O AMo) or “My Religion”,

which | remember him by today, on this occasion of his death anniversary.
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